NORTH OLDHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL

SCHOOL-BASED DECISION MAKING COUNCIL POLICY

NOMS MATERIALS SELECTION 
2003
Philosophy (taken from The Library Bill of Rights)

1. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation.

2. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current and historical issues.  Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan and doctrinal disapproval.

3. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide information and enlightenment.

4. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgement of free speech and free access to ideas.

5. A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, background, or views.

6. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use.

Aims and Objectives

1. Media center materials covered in this policy are defined as all electronic, print, and nonprint resources, excluding textbooks, used by students at NOMS.

2. It is the aim of the library to provide for the curriculum of the school, up-to-date resources and the necessary equipment and technological systems to use these resources.  The resources shall include a variety of formats, such as books, periodicals, and projected and electronic resources.

3. Selection of the resources of the media center will take into consideration the varied interests, physical and mental abilities, multiple intelligences and maturity levels of the patrons it serves.  It will provide a wide range of resources to support all these differences in its clientele.

4. It is an objective of the LMC to present different sides of controversial issues so that students have the chance to develop critical thinking skills and thereby learn how to make informed decisions in their daily lives.

5. The LMC will provide a wide range of materials that represent the many facets of world culture, religion, and ethnic groupings to offer the patrons an opportunity to participate in the global community of knowledge.

Responsibility for Selection of Materials

The LMC will use a Library Advisory Council, which is composed of advocates from 

different parts of the community, to meet regularly and develop policies effecting the operation of the media center.  The membership will reflect the understanding that once stakeholders are enfranchised, they will view their responsibilities as policy makers to advocate the policies the council espouses in the greater school community.

The advisory council will help with needs assessment, be a sounding board to test new ideas, and act as the public voice of the library when it is needed to interpret internal evaluations for selected outside groups.

The Oldham County Board of Education is legally responsible for the selection of resources, but in turn delegates that authority to a certified library media specialist.  Thereby, the certified library media specialist of NOMS, under Kentucky law, is responsible for the final evaluation and selection of materials that will be used as resources in the LMC.  The principal of NOMS is responsible for supervising the above actions, but not for making the actual selection of materials

Selection Criteria

The following are criteria to be followed when providing the LMC with materials.  These criteria are to be applied to all materials including gifts and loans.

The criteria should:

1. be relevant to today’s world

2. represent a broad range of subjects across the range of disciplines

3. reflect the varied aspects that represent society as a whole

4. represent materials that help learn the core content of subject matter

5. take into consideration the varied interests, physical and mental abilities, multiple intelligences and maturity levels of the patrons it serves

6. meet standards of quality in terms of content, format and presentation

7. reflect a wide representation of well known thinkers, writers and authors

8. have a high degree of potential user appeal

9. not reflect personal bias

10. reflect value commensurate with need and/or cost

Criteria Applied to Nonprint Materials

The library media program utilizes current technology to provide efficient access to and effective communication of information.

The LMS will provide leadership in the selection and use of technology in the curriculum by promoting and modeling effective practices, and offering recommendations to students, teachers, and administrators. Activities may include conducting professional development workshops for teachers on new technology and its uses, explaining how a medium can suit the various ability and interest levels, and suggesting the use of interdisciplinary materials.
Foremost when applying criteria to nonprint materials is compatibility, matching what the school owns to the materials purchased.  Warranty and repair of equipment are major considerations when evaluating these resources.  In addition to the above criteria already applicable, the following criteria must be used:

Electronic media: PC compatible

Video: VHS format or DVD

Internet: follow acceptable use policy 

Selection Aids

The following resources will be consulted when selecting materials for the LMC:

Core Collection for Small Collections

Magazines for Young People

Children’s Book Awards

Elementary School Library Collection

Children’s Catalog

Booklist

School Library Journal

Acquisitions Policy

All materials will be obtained from the most cost-effective and efficient source.  Preference will be given to jobbers that can supply at least 80% of an order within 30 days.  When materials are needed sooner than a jobber can deliver, the LMS may purchase appropriate materials from a local source.

Magazines will be supplied via the services of a subscription agency, except titles obtained through institutional memberships in professional associations or titles that can be obtained only directly from the publisher.

Collection Reevaluation and Weeding

Collection reevaluation and de-selection can be justified for the following reasons:

1. changes in the curriculum which require a change in focus of the collection

2. repair damaged materials

3. maintain attractiveness of shelves

4. items held should be useful not just fill the shelves

5. students should have the best possible collection of materials

In the present collection, the subject areas of biography, history, natural sciences, technology, and geography are weak and out-of-date.  These areas must be strengthened to provide materials to enhance the current consolidated plan which emphasizes work on critical thinking skills through writing in and about the above content areas.  Most of these subject areas need student materials representing varied levels to service the range of interests and abilities of the patrons. 

Due to the heavy use of the library at present, care must be taken to remove unusable resources and to replace materials that become damaged or lost so that the collection can maintain its integrity and continue to supply adequate and ample reading materials for the students.  

Gifts and Donations Policy

Persons interested in contributing to the resource base of the library will be encouraged to target their contributions towards standing wish lists on file at the LMC.  In this manner, the contributors will match the goals and objectives already developed for use in an actively functioning library program.

Copyright Policy

1. The library will comply with U.S. Copyright Act of 1976 (title 17, U.S. Code, Sect. 101, et seq.)

2. The individual who is copying materials is liable for any infringement of copyright law.

3. Copyright warnings will be posted near copying equipment and a copyright warning will be affixed to the first page of copied materials copied in the library.

4. Even though the LMS is the school resource person when considering copyright law, the LMS will not be responsible for the actions of anyone who independently makes decisions to supercede the dictates of copyright edict.
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